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 Plan ahead 
I know many people (especially ladies) 
like to work with …….say instinct to be   
polite, or with how they feel. 
No ! No, No, I’m only kidding…….a bit. 
Anyway, after 26 years of garden mak-
ing, I have seen many mistakes, not 
only by houseowners but also by other 
trades people trying to do landscaping.. 
I always tell people that its not that 
hard to make a garden of your own and 
many people succeed as long as they 
know what to do and when to do it. 
Basically all hard landscaping comes 
first, things like waterfalls, ponds, path-
ways, rock work etc. 
The following photos are from Brice in 
ACT. I gave him a concept plan at his 
request and he did the rest himself. 
Not bad for a first timer hey? 

What Brice had to do……. Was……. 
1. Clear the site including lawn and 

any plants  not shown on plan. 
2. Shape  the  dry  pond  area  and 

mound up the upper stream area. 
3. Place  Stream  rocks,  pond  edge, 

stepping stones and a bridge. 
4. Place the two stone lanterns 
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5. Connect irrigation system. 
6. Soil preparation and Planting. 
7. Mulching. 
8. Open the champagne!. 

In some areas, you need to do 2nd 
planting  later  (2~3  years)  eg.Azalea 
which needs part shade, so you would 
wait for tree to grow shade Azalea or 
other plants. 
Write  everything  down  and  carefully 
work it out what comes first. Do not 
plant  tree  just  because you  already 
bought one.  
Sometimes we must patiens. 
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Zen Guide to Life Zen Guide to Life Zen Guide to Life Zen Guide to Life     
If you lend someone $20 
and never see them 
again? It was probably 
worth it.  

Zen sayingZen sayingZen sayingZen saying    
Slow down and the 
things you are chasing 
will come around and 
catch you. 

 Women’s quotation             Women’s quotation             Women’s quotation             Women’s quotation             Dorothy Parker: 
The best way to keep children at home is to make the home atmosphere pleasant,                         

and let the air out of the tires 

Men’s Rule 

You have too many shoes. 
You have enough clothes. 
I am in shape. Round is a 
shape. 

 
 

Start 

with  

a  

smile 



 The Monkey and the Crab The Monkey and the Crab The Monkey and the Crab The Monkey and the Crab     
 - Continued from Volume24— 
   The motherless baby crabs managed some-
how to look after themselves and to grow up 
healthy and strong.  
     At last, one day when they were almost fully 
grown, they set out to find their enemy.  They 
hadn’t gone far before they met a chestnut.  
“Hi little crabs.  Where are you going?”  “We’re 
going to beat up the monkey.”  “I hate that 
monkey too” said the chestnut.  “May I come 
with you?”  “Of course, Chestnut.  Come on,” 
said the crabs.  The monkey had made a great 
many enemies in this land beside the sea.  On 
their way to find him, the crabs and the chest-
nut were joined by a bumblebee, a wooden 
mortar, and a cow pie, all of whom held a 
grudge against the monkey and wanted to beat 
him up.   

    The bumblebee flew ahead to spy on the 
monkey’s house.  For all  anyone knew, the 
crafty rascal might be waiting to ambush them.   
    “The monkey isn’t home”, reported the bee 
when he returned.  So they all decided to go 
into the house and wait for him.  Once inside 
they began to plan their strategy.  “When the 
monkey gets home, he’ll probably be cold and 
go to warm himself by the fire..”  “Right,” said 
the chestnut.  “I’ll hide in the ashes and ex-
plode in his face.”  The chestnut jumped in 
among the burning coals.  “After the hot chest-
nut bursts in his face, the monkey will probably 
run to the water jug.”  “Well then, I’ll sit on the 
handle of the dipper and sting him,” said the 
bee.  “Great.  Now, once the bee stings him, 
he’ll probably run outside..”  “OK I’ll wait for 
him on the doorstep,” said the cow pie.  “The 
monkey will step on me, slip, and fall down.”  

“All right, then” said the big, heavy mortar, “I’ll 
perch on the roof.  When the monkey falls down, 
I’ll fall on top of him.”  The three crabs decided 
to hide inside the mortar.  After they had all 
taken  their  positions,  they  waited  for  what 
seemed like a very long time.  

     Finally, just as the sun was going down and 
the crows were cawing, the monkey walked in 
the door.  “Brr,” he shivered, “Its c-c-cold!”  Just 
as everyone had guessed, the monkey went to 
sit by the fire.  The chestnut, which was now red-
hot,  burst  right  in  the  monkey’s 
face.”Ow,Ow,Ow!  Water Water! Cried the mon-
key, running to the jug.  He reached for the dip-
per and now it was the bumblebee’s run.  “Ouch 
Ouch! “The monkey, shaking his stung hand and 
rubbing  his  burned  face,  ran  out  the  door, 
stepped in the cow pie, slipped and fell back on 
the hard stone step.   Then the mortar rolled off 
the roof.  Squish.  And the crabs jumped out and 
pinched the monkey until they were sure he was 
dead.   
    So the mean old monkey finally got what he 
deserved and the three crabs and their friends 
lived happily every after. 
 
Next issue is “bamboo hats for Jizo” 
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If you have anything to publish in this newsletter, please send information to 
take5@japaneselandscaping.com.au  

Japanese Landscaping 
197 Edgewater Drive 
Edgewater WA 6027 
Australia 

      Japanese Garden E-news 

Tel/Fax  +61 08 9405 4456 
info@japaneselandscaping.com.au 
www.japaneselandscaping.com.au 

 
 

TAKE 5TAKE 5TAKE 5TAKE 5                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

TAKE  TAKE  TAKE  TAKE      5555    

  March 20089 Volume 25  March 20089 Volume 25  March 20089 Volume 25  March 20089 Volume 25    

Special reportSpecial reportSpecial reportSpecial report    

Page 3Page 3Page 3Page 3    

Reasons women love menReasons women love menReasons women love menReasons women love men    

They never care what their horoscope, their mother-in-law, or the 

neighbors say.  

Our Friend JAPON has a new location. 
Unit 5, Rear of 82-84 Stirling Highway, 
North Fremantle (access via Alfred Road) 
Phone +618 9335 6711 

Garden Art by Zen MasterGarden Art by Zen MasterGarden Art by Zen MasterGarden Art by Zen Master    
Among the minor temples, within the com-
pound of the renowned temple Daitoku-ji lo-
cated in the Murasakino district in the north-
ern section of Kyoto city, Daiden-in commands 
a position of particularly high rank.  
It is called the monastery of the northern Dai-
toku-ji stream. Founded in 1509 by the Zen 
master Kogaku Sōkō, known also as Daishō 
Kokushi, Daisen-in has rare value in that it 
faithfully transmits the form of Zen temple 
which existed during the Muromachi period, 
when Japanese Zen Buddhism was at its 
height. 
Daisen-in’s fame, however, owes to its dry 
landscape garden, designated both as Scenic 
Site Par Excellence and Historic Site.  
Zen master Kogaku Sōkō is said to have built 
this garden himself. 
Rocks are used to represent mountains, small 
gravel to represent water, and while the whole 
depicts Nature or the Universe, it splendidly 
reveals a philosophical realm.  

At Daisen-in, the Zen spirit is pulsing with life, 
attracting many people. 


